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UM'S FIRST MANSFIHLD COURSE IN INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS SCHEDULED FOR SPRING QUARTER
By Megan McNamer
Office of University Relations
University of Montana
MISSOULA-A point that Professor Paul Lauren continually stresses when lecturing on
peace and national security is that there are no easy answers.
lie'll emphasize that again this spring when he becomes the first professor
of the Maureen and Mike Mansfield Course in International Relations at the
University of Montana.
A trust fund set up by friends of Maureen and Mike Mansfield to honor the
former senator's 25th year in Congress has supported a series of lectures on
matters of international concern at the UM over the last 10 years.
Mansfield gave the first lecture himself and other speakers have included
.John Kenneth Galbraith and Milton Friedman.

This spring Professor Gordon A. Craig

from Stanford University will deliver a Mansfield lecture.

Craig is the .J.K.

Wallace Sterling Professor of Humanities at Stanford and is noted for his work in
internat iona 1 d ip loinacy.
And this year, for the first time, a course will be taught
the lecture.

in conjunction with

Paul Lauren, associate professor of history, will teach the course

titled "Problems of Peace and National Security."

(overj

Mansfield Course-- add one

The course will be offered spring quarter at the IJM for up to 35 registered
students.

Auditors will be welcome.

According to Professor Harry Pritz, former chairman of the UM history depart
ment, "The course seems to have been devised with Professor Lauren in mind.
one of the top professionals on the subject in the country.

He is

Both his regular teach

ing curriculum and his research interests and publications have centered on the field.
It is as if his entire career has been in preparation tor this assignment.
The course will draw upon Lauren's work in teaching and publishing and personal
experiences gained during participation with peace and national security issues in
Washington, London, Paris, Bonn and New York at the United Nations.
Lauren has published two books, "Diplomats and Bureaucrats" and "Diplomacy: New
Approaches in History, Theory and Policy," and published a number of articles,

lie

received his doctorate from Stanford University, where he also has taught.
In 1980 he was awarded a Rockefeller Foundation Humanities Fellowship to con
duct international research on "Human Rights, Discrimination and Diplomacy.

He has

also been a recipient of a number of national awards.
The Mansfield course will be interdisciplinary in nature.
historical past as well as the present.

It will deal with the

American foreign policy in the period of the

Cold War will be analyzed within the larger context of the diplomacy of other nations
such as Japan or the Soviet Union.
Course topics will range from international problems like security and defense
requirements to concerns on a very personal level such as human rights or conscien
tious objection.
Coming to grips with these kinds of questions is not automatic,

in Lauren's view.

"We have not only certain rights in a democratic society, we have certain obiigations--one of those is to be well informed.

Every single one of the topics we'll be

dealing with in this course is very complex and very controversial--it requires effort
to understand them.

But it requires understanding of them to be effective citizens.
(more)
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"No question is more fundamental and more universal to the world than that of
survival,"

Lauren said.

"It does not come easily or cheaply.

Those who work

for peace or for security must be aware of the complex dimensions of the problem if
they are to be effective."
The course will incorporate the writings and expertise of Craig, who has served
as a consultant to the Department of State, the United States Arms Control and Dis
armament Agency, the United State Air Force Academy and the Historical Division of
the United States Marine Corps.
He is author of a number of books on diplomacy.

His widely used textbook,

"Europe Since 1815," is now in its fourth edition.
According to Lauren, "Professor Craig has an intimate understanding of the
critical problems in peace and security.

I can say without reservation that he will

be absolutely outstanding in delivering a Mansfield lecture."
The Mansfield course will give students a chance to debate topics of their own
choosing, but the point of view they defend will be assigned.
Lauren said, "I want to provide the opportunity for people to examine a wide
variety of different opinions on a given topic."
Some of the issues that will be encountered during this first Mansfield course
include problems of deterrence and peace (addressing the proposed MX missile system
as well as protest demonstrations at Malmstrom Air Force base); problems of techno

logy* problems of civilian control over military institutions; problems of society's
needs and individuals obligations and rights; and the problems of national security
and Christian ethics.
With regard to the last subject, Lauren said, "The requirements of security and
protection of "the national interest" often appear to be in sharp contrast
and Christian ethics.

to peace

Conscientious statesmen and citizens, therefore, are constantly

plagued with problems created by the tension between making decisions in the world as
it is and a desire to make a new world in the way it might be."

